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Topic: The web 2.0 revolution.  

Specific Purpose: Inform the audience of the new web revolution and how they are a vital part of it.  

Thesis Statement: The web 2.0 has encouraged the interaction of individuals providing the means to 

create a more linear distribution of information in the online mass media.  

“Digital Democracy” 
 

Introduction 

Attention getting material: Have you ever used a blog, or a wiki like Wikipedia or gave a feedback on 

ebay? If you answered yes to any of these questions, how would you feel if I told you have something in 

common with Mahatma Gandhi, Wallis W. Simpson, John F. Kennedy, Martin L. King, Pope John P. II and 

even George W. Bush.   

Credibility Material:  All these men and women –including YOU (2006)- have been featured in the 

cover of TIME magazine as person of the year in one particular year. TIME proclaimed each of us that 

are involved in the new web revolution –and yes I said new web revolution- because each of us are 

responsible thanks to this web revolution, of controlling the information age.  
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Preview: There have been actually three types of web, commonly addressed as Web 1.0, Web 1.5, and 

Web 2.0. (Bleicher) This popular renaming of the web has proved as evidence of the constant evolution 

of the internet.  An evolution that has shifted on giving the power to the end user to be part of 

something that was seemingly impossible before.   

Transition: To understand fully what the web 2.0 is, we must first grasp what web 1.0 and 1.5 was all 

about. 

Body 

I. First Main Point:  The beginnings of the web 1.0 and its evolution to web 1.5. 

 A.  When Tim Berners-Lee “the father of the web” invented the web it was intended for 

“scientists to share their research and information across a fledgling computer network.” (BBC 

News)  

B. Although innovative, this design provided web presence to companies, universities or 

institutions but it made it very difficult for a particular person to input information on the web 

since it was only limited to “surfing the web”. (Bleicher)  

 C.  The first evolution of the web came when more dynamic technology was introduced 

to the web for the user. Technology that gave tools to the users to customize their online 

experience. (Bleicher)  Thus the web 1.5 was born.  

Transition: But evolution doesn’t stop just on 1.5, it goes further. Web 2.0 has been the most 

resounded revolution of the web, since it provides the means for it to happen. Making us 

participants of a revolution that we aren’t even aware of.  
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II. Second Main Point: Identifying the collaborative uniqueness of the Web 2.0. 

 A. With a new set of online tools the web has shifted from being a static and hierarchy 

leaded platform of information delivery to a more linear and grounds up, distribution of 

information matrix. (Grossman) 

 B. Tools like wikis, blogs and social networking sites provide an interactive and 

participatory role of each human. Thus, providing the means for each person’s creativity, 

imaginary and intellectual capacity to be tapped like never before.  

1. As TIME magazine asserts, “We're looking at an explosion of productivity and 

innovation, and it's just getting started, as millions of minds that would otherwise have 

drowned in obscurity get backhauled into the global intellectual economy.” 

 C. The exponential growth of the blogosphere makes evident that the people potential 

was desperately waiting to be tapped. Table 1 

1.  It also provides evidence that people have something to say and demand a 

more participatory roll on world issues. Table 2 

Transition: Although participation it’s a good thing it’s something to be cautious about also. 

Conclusion 

Summary: What started first as a matrix for scientist to exchange information has long changed to 

something of popular and trivial use. But nevertheless an important and valuable social experiment, 

since science (mostly) revolves around humans.  
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Concluding remarks: In a society were global media is controlled by influencing corporations, it’s 

important to know that we, the people, have the means to be heard and read in a more accessible way. 

Thus creating what TIME has called the “digital democracy” (Grossman) something that hasn’t been 

achieved by other mass media means yet.  
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